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Another piece of the Austin legacy that is starting to get lost in the wave of gentrification is the role of the arts in the cities modern revitalization. As the Austin Chronicle noted earlier this year, the amount of arts funding provided by the city of Austin has declined (and in fact, the state of Texas has yet to provide a full arts budget for the 2017-2018 fiscal
year). The city has been hit hard by the economic recession and has cut as many as 400 public arts positions in 2011 and 2012. These cuts forced dozens of nonprofits to make major cuts to their staff as well. The city of Austin is also looking to increase taxes and fees on companies to generate the revenue necessary to support the arts. Texas State Sen.

Kirk Watson said there are a lot of talented people in Austin that dont have a lot of options to pursue higher education or participate in the arts, and that this is not how Austin was envisioned for those who call it home. Austin is known for more than just party music and a diverse ethnic background, its also known for the artists who live and work in
downtown, artists Alley. The Alley has been a fixture in Austin for nearly 10 years, the first artists alley in the country was created in 2006 in Venice, CA. It quickly spread across the country with an estimated 30-40 alleys in existence as of 2014. Alleys are more than just cheap parking lots populated by local artists. They are a powerful tool for urban
regeneration. As part of the Community Measurement Community Trusts, the Austin Latino Research Laboratory began in 2015 to engage with the Austin community, particularly within the State of Texas, on research that investigates issues related to how Latino communities experience shared economy work. Specifically, the Lab has partnered with

Latinas Rising to produce research on how Latinas are affected by the use of shared-economy platforms like Uber, Airbnb, and Taskrabbit. Over the past year, we have partnered with such organizations as One America Initiative, Groundwork Austin, and TMCH on collaborative research projects. Our work with Groundwork Austin involves considering the role
that shared-economy platforms have in the production of a sustainable community of Latinas. We conducted a baseline assessment of hundreds of Latinas to capture shared-economy experiences, mapped a Latina employment network, and have ongoing participant-observation and community engagement through the communities that are known hubs
for the supply of on-demand labor in Austin, Texas. These include Austin Community College and the University of Texas at Austin. In collaboration with several TMCH partners, we have begun initial work to strengthen participatory and social justice oriented research methodologies to account for the human rights and health implications of the shared-

economy. 5ec8ef588b
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