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cleaning up their toxic landscapes, Kansas and a group of southwest cities are looking to the manufacturing industry to help ease the burden. The Kansas Department of Health and Environment and about eight cities are teaming up for a pilot program that will closely monitor metal debris in certain

industrial areas. “We’ve had a number of instances of people finding nails and debris that was brought into the city,” said Jaye Fox, a spokeswoman for the KDHE. The heavy metal contamination is typically caused by falling debris from cranes, often from the construction of wind turbines. Metal
fragments can be embedded in trees or cause various health problems when inhaled. Under the joint effort, Kansas and Sedgwick, Coffeyville, Pottawatomie, Lexington, Pratt, Rulo and Washington counties will monitor metal found in two industrial areas. “We have buildings that have been abandoned,
that are vacant for many years,” Fox said. “The nature of the industry is changing and we’re seeing more and more clean-up efforts and more and more abandoned buildings.” She said the pilot project is part of a national effort to address the problem and is a way for Kansas to model the program for

other states. “It’s a good model,” she said. The cities and Kansas agreed to the pilot program after a 2018 meeting where each jurisdiction discussed the financial burden related to metal cleanup. The cities are participating at no cost to the state or the industry. Sedgwick County is putting up signs about
the pilot project at industrial facilities in the county. Under the program, crews will search for metal debris throughout the year. In some cases, workers will collect specific samples of debris and provide estimates of how much they believe a yard could hold. “We’re very happy to have the program,” said
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